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History of Lantern Festival



For centuries, the
Lantern Festival has
been a Chinese festival
celebrated on the
fifteenth day of the first

month in the lunar
calendar to pray for a
good harvest, and gain
favor of Talyl, god of
heaven.




In ancient times, the
lanterns were fairly
simple, and only the
emperor and noblemen
had large ornate ones.
Leaders throughout
China’s history have
also played a key role
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The lantern cultural tradition
dates back nearly 2,000 years

#  to the Eastern Han Dynasty

- (25 AD-220 AD), at a time
when Buddhism was growing
In China.

Emperor Ming noticed
Buddhist monks would light
lanterns in temples on the
fifteenth day of the first lunar
month, he then ordered all
households, temples, and the
imperial palace to light
lanterns on that evening. This
practice eventually
developed Iinto a folk custom.




In Sul Dynasty (581 AD-
018 AD) of the sixth
century, Emperor Yang
Invited envoys from other
countries to China to see
the colorful lighted
lanterns and to enjoy the

gala performances.

In Song Dynasty (960
AD-1279 AD), the festival
was celebrated for five
days. These activities
began to spread to many
big cities In China.




In Ming and Qing
Dynasties (1368 AD-
1912 AD), the Lantern
Festival was even more
popular Iin all counties
and towns across the
country.

During the period of
Republic of China (1912
AD-1949 AD), even
faced the alien invasion,
famine, and war, the
lantern culture still
survives tenaciously on
the land of China and
struggles to maintain its
own Inheritance way.




,Soon after the founding of New
"China (1949 AD-), mass

. entertainment activities of Lantern
Festival were resumed In various
places, and new content was
injected.

“1n 1964, Zigong, a city In China’s
Sichuan Province, hosted the first
"modern lantern festival after the
‘founding of People’s Republic of
“China, It Is considered as the origin
18

Of the modern lantern.

Since then, the annual lantern
festival has been held in Zigong,
:forming the unique style of Zigong
: \’ Lantern Festival,







In 2002, Zigong Lantern Festival Is
designated as one of the two largest
folk activities by State Tourism Bureau
In China, and the top one of the 40 folk
activities.

In 2008, the Zigong Lantern Festival
was listed as the "National Intangible
Cultural Heritage™ by the State Councll,
which marked that the Zigong Lantern
Festival was protected by law
nationwide.




Over time, the Zigong Lantern Festival
has become the most popular lantern
festival and light event in China, 1t Is
also called “The First Lantern Show in
the World".

From 1980s, Zigong Lantern Festival
has become a world-renowned event.

As of 2023, Zigong Lantern Festival
was held in more than 40 countries up
to over 500 cities, more than 400
million persons/times visited Zigong
lantern show around the world.




What Makes a Lantern



In ancient times, a Chinese lantern is made of thin, brightly colored paper, which
s also called paper lantern.

Paper lanterns come in various shapes and sizes, they can be simply a paper bag
with a candle placed inside, the more complicated ones consist of collapsible
bamboo or wood rattan frame of hoops covered with tough paper.

Colorful glass and jade were also used to make lanterns, with figures from folk
tales painted on the surface.



As technology improved, electricity
are now used to Illuminate the
lanterns with the same traditional
lantern-making skills.
Technologically advanced lanterns
use LED lighting to generate vivid
visuals, features magnificent steel-
framed and silk-wrapped glant
lighted sculptures, created by hand
using traditional Chinese methods.

Some of the new displays
Incorporate the guests’ movements
to make the attraction interactive.

Lanterns can come in many shapes
and sizes, such as animals, plants,
sea creatures, Chinese culture,
INnternational architecture, space,
history, ancient stories, and more.



While the scale of the lantern festival became larger and the craft more refined,
lanterns began to be exhibited by groups instead by individuals and the layout
was no longer planar and stereotypical.

To make a lantern, there are several different roles of the artisans, some of them
go to college to learn design, some of them Just learn from their families, from
generation to generation.

't Is reported that there are more than 45,000 lantern-making artisans in Zigong
as of 2023.



Lantern Making Process
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Step 3-Sculpture
molding and
welding




Step 4-Installing electrical
cables, LEDs and first
paperhanging/decorating




Step 5-Fine

paperhanging and -
detalls perfecting
by the artisans
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Step 6-Transporting,
installing and lighting
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